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The project site does not appear on any of the above lists. 

Per General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.8-3a, the County will consult the hazardous sites list to evaluate and 
condition future development applications and projects, as necessary, to protect environmental and public health. 
For applications submitted to the County involving construction activities at Cortese-listed sites, project 
applicant(s) shall comply with requirements of the California Department of Toxic Substance Control, the Central 
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, and/or other applicable agency regulating the investigation and 
cleanup of the site. Individual future projects will be evaluated for compliance with the General Plan mitigation 
measures and additional CEQA analysis, as necessary. At this time, there are no impacts. 

E. The project is located within two miles of Eagles Nest airport. However, the site is not located in the approach or 
departure path for aircraft. At this time, there are no impacts. 

F. Per General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.8-2b, Evacuation Planning and Routes, when considering development 
proposals and discretionary actions, the County will ensure that actions will not prevent the implementation of 
emergency response plans or viability of evacuation routes established by the Office of Emergency Services. The 
project does not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan. At the time of future construction, the applicant would design, construct, and 
maintain roadways in accordance with applicable standards associated with vehicular access, resulting in the 
roadways that provide for adequate emergency access and evacuation. Development of the project site would add 
an additional amount of trips onto the area roadways; however, area roadways and intersections would .continue 
to operate at an acceptable level of service. No road improvements within a County right-of-way is anticipated. At 
this time, the.re are no impacts. 

G. Per General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.8-7a, Fire-Safe Development, the County will review new development 
applications In moderate, high, and very high fire hazard severity zones to confirm they meet the stan1ards of 
the Title 24 v\Tildland Urban InterfaceBuilding Codesand 14 CCR 1270. The County will require newstructures 
and improvements to be built to support effective fi.tefighting. New development appHcations in very high fire 
hazard severity zones shall include specific fire protection plans, actions, and/or.!=omply with Wildland Urban 
Interface codes for fire engineering features. 

The County will seek fire district input on development applications to allow any proposed projects to 
incorporate fire-safe planning and building measures. Such measures may include (but are not limited to) 
buffering properties, creating defensible space around individual units, using fire-resistant building materials, 
installing sprinkler systems, and providing adequate on-site water supplies for firefighting. Individual future 
projects will be evaluated for compliance with the General Plan mitigation measures and additional CEQA 
analysis,. as necessary. 

Transportation improvements shall incorporate access for firefighting, within and between existing 
neighborhoods to provide improved connectivity, but also in areas with no structures. Access standards include 
minimum width, surface, grade, radius, turnaround, turnout, and bridge standards, as well as limitations on one
way roads, dead-end roads, driveways, and gate entrances. Individual future projects will be evaluated for 
compliance with the General Plan mitigation measures and additional CEQA analysis, as necessary. 

According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection the project is located in the State 
Responsibility Area for wildland fire protection and is within the Moderate and Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones. Any future construction is required to comply with the Wildland-Urban Interface Building Codes 
(adopted by reference by Amador County in Chapter 15.04 of County Codes) and will be evaluated for 
compliance with the General Plan mitigation measures and additional CEQA analysis, as necessary. At this time, 
there are no impacts. 
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Less Than 

Chapter 10. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
Potentially Significant Less Than No Significant Impact with Significant 

- Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 

discharge requirements or otherwise substantially □ □ □ ~ 
degrade surface or ground water quality? 

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 

□ □ □ ~ such that the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater manaeement of the basin? 

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or through the □ □ □ ~ 
addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner 
which would: 
i) result in a substantial erosion or siltation on-

or off-site; 
ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of 

surface runoff iila manner which would result 
in flooding on- or offsite; 

iii) create or contribute runoff water which 
would exceed the .capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or .. 

ivl impede or redirect flood flows? 
d) In flood hazard, tsunarni:, or ·seiche zones, risk 

□ □ □ ~ release of pollutants due to proiect inundation? 
e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a 

water quality control plan or sustainable □ □ □ ~ 
eroundwater manaeement plan? 

Discussion: 

A Though the potential for erosion is low, future development of the project site would require grading, excavation 

and general site preparation activities, which could result in erosion of onsite soils and sedimentation during 

storm or high wind events. Erosion of on-site soils may temporarily impact surface water quality and water quality 

within nearby waterways. Downstream impacts from erosion may include increased turbidity and suspended 

sediment concentrations in waterways. Eroded soils also contains nitrogen, phosphorous and other nutrients, 

that when deposited in water bodies, can trigger algal blooms that reduce water clarity, deplete oxygen, and create 

odors. During construction-related activities, specific erosion control and surface water protection methods for 

each construction activity would be implemented on the project site by construction personnel. The type and 

number of measures implemented would be based upon location-specific attributes (i.e., slope, soil type, weather 

conditions). These control and protection measures, or BMPs, are standard in the construction industry and are 

commonly used to minimize soil erosion and water quality degradation. Future construction activities may be 

subject to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Activities Storm 

Water permit program if one acre or more of land is disturbed. Construction activities that result in a land 

disturbance of less than one acre, but which are part of a larger common plan of development, may also require a 

permit issued by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board. This program requires implementation of 

erosion control measures during and immediately after construction that are designed to avoid significant erosion 

during the construction period. Project operations that are under a NPDES permit would also be subject to the 

preparation and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to control pollution in 

stormwater runoff from the project site. A condition of approval reflecting the requirement of the applicant to 
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obtain a NPDES permit, prior to grading activities, will be included with project approval. At this time, there are 

no impacts to water quality or waste discharge. 

B The project is unlikely to significantly impact groundwater supplies via extraction or the creation of extensive 

hard surfaces which pose a barrier to recharge. At this time, there are no impacts to groundwater. 

C I. During construction-related activities, specific erosion control and surface water protection 

methods for each construction activity would be implemented on the project site by construction 

personnel. The type and number of measures implemented would be based upon location-specific 

attributes (i.e., slope, soil type, weather conditions). These control and protection measures, or BMPs, 

are standard in the construction industry and are commonly used to minimize soil erosion and water 

quality degradation. Application of BMPs administrated through the construction process would 

minimize the potential increase of surface runoff from erosion. At this time, there are no impacts. 

II. The project does not include any proposed development. However, there exists the potential 

for one single-family residence and one accessory dwelling unit in the residentially-zoned portion of the 

project which will not alter the course of surface water drainage patterns of the area, or substantially 

increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in substantial erosion or 

siltation on- or off-site. Erosion and siltation impacts from potential development of the proposed 

Manufacturing zone will be mitigated through existing General Plan mitigation measures. 

The minor increase in impervious surface area from the additional area for build-out of the site is not 

anticipated to be enough to alter existing drainage patterns or cause offsite flooding. While an increase 

in stormwater runoff may be expected due to the reduced absorption rate created from new impervious 

surfaces added to the site; such as from structures, future development: would be reviewed by the 

Amador County Public Works Departmentto ensure any potential drainage concerns are addressed, and 

to ensure no net increase in stormwater runoff leaves the project site. At this time, there are no impacts. 

III. Potential future build-out would generate a minor increase in runoff from the future 

development of the site. Improvements are relatively small and conveyed through a system of existing 

roadside ditches and culverts to area waterways. The minor increase runoff would not exceed the 

capacity of the existing stormwater drainage systems or substantially increase polluted runoff. At this 

time, there are no impacts. 

IV. Approximately 73 acres (0.9%) of the project is located within the designated Flood Hazard 

Areas of Dry Creek and Willow Creek as shown on the effective FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps. The 

proposed zoning is not located within a Flood Hazard Area. Should residential or agricultural structures 

in the Single-family Residential and Agricultural zoning be proposed within the Flood Hazard Areas, they 

will be subject to the Floodplain Management Regulations in effect at the time of construction. At this 

time, there are no impacts. 

D The project site is not located in an area that would be impacted by a seiche, tsunami, or mudflows, nor is it located 

near a levee or a dam. No impact would result 

E Amador County does not have a water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. No 

impact would result. 

Sources: Environmental Health Department: Public Works Agency. 
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Less Than 

Chapter 11. LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would 
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No Significant Impact with Significant 
the project: Impact Mitigation Impact Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Physically divide an established community? 

□ □ □ ~ 
b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a 

conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 
□ □ □ ~ adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 

environmental effect? 

Discussion: 

A The surrounding parcels range in size from 3 acres to over 5,000 acres with various residential, agricultural, 

mining, and mineral processing uses. Due to the size of the proposed rezone (1,150 acres within an approximate 

4,076.28 acre lot) and the connection to the existing roadways and railways, this project will not result in any 

physical barriers that will divide the existing community. There is no impact. 

B The project site includes the following General Plan land use designations: 

• A-G, Agricultural-General, (approximately 658.92 acres}; and 

• I, Industrial (approximately 1,150 acres); and 

• MRZ, Mineral Resource Zone (approximately 2,267.36 acres). 

Zoning districts for the project are: 

• "RlA," Single-family Residential and Agricultural (approximately 1,150 acres); and 

• "M," Manufacturing (approximately 4 acres). 

The "RlA," Single-family Residential and Agricultural zoning on the 1,150 acres designated as I, Industrial is 

inconsistent with the General Plan. The proposed rezoning of this acreage to "MX," manufacturing with a special 

use combing designation will provide consistency with the General Plan, as required by Government Code Section 

65860(c). Government Code Section 65860(c) requires that, "in the event that a zoning ordinance becomes 

inconsistent with a general plan by reason of amendment to the plan, or to any element of the plan, the zoning 

ordinance shall be amended within a reasonable time so that it is consistent with the general pan as amended." 

The project does not conflict with any applicable land use plan. There is no impact. 

Sources: Amador County General Plan and General Plan EIR. Amador County Municipal Codes. Amador County GIS 
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Less Than 

Chapter 12. MINERAL RESOURCES - Would the 
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No Significant Impact with Significant 
project: Impact Mitigation Impact 

Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 

resource that would be a value to the region and the □ □ □ 12] 
residents of the state? 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site 

□ □ □ 12] 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or 
other land use plan? 

Discussion: 

A & B A Review of Exhibit 4.6-4 (Mineral Resource Zones) in the Amador County General Plan EIR indicates that a 

portion of the project site is located within an identified mineral resource zone for sand clay, and lignite (Zone 

2b). 

Per General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.6-Ba, Mineral Resource Management, in order to ensure extraction and 

processing of mineral resources and aggregate deposits may continue, the County will regulate land uses in 

Mineral Resource Zone 2 areas to ensure compatibility between mineral extraction, and surrounding existing and 

planned uses. 

General Plan Mitigation Measure· 4.6-Bb, Development Project Evaluation,. requires the County to evaluate 

development proposals for compatibility with nearby mineral extraction ~c:tivities and mapped resources to 

reduce or avoid the loss of mineral resource availability. 

Appropriately, approximately 2,267.36 acres of the project have the General Plan land use designation of Mineral 

Resource Zone. There is no impact to mineral resources at this time. 

Sources: Planning Department Amador County General Plan and General Plan EIR. 
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Less Than 
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No Chapter 13. NOISE- Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant Impact Impact Mitigation Impact 
Incorporated 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
project in excess of standards established in the local □ □ □ [g] 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

b) Generation of excessive ground borne vibration or 
ground borne noise levels? □ □ □ [g] 

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public 

□ □ □ [g] 
airport or public use airport, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

Discussion: 

A Surrounding uses include grazing land to the west and south, Eagles Nest Airport and subdivision to the north, 

mining and agricultural operations to the east, and the City Limits of Ione and the Mule Creek State Prison further 

east. Existing noise generating sources include the existing mining operations in the vicinity as well as traffic on 

State Highway 104 and the nearby railroad. Noise levels contributed by theproposed project would include 

construction noise during future development and future commercial uses on the project site. Future potential 

construction noises associated with development of the project site would primarily be from the use of heavy 

equipment, generators, employee vehicle trips and powertools. Construction~related noises would be temporary 

and intermittent, and would not result in long-term noise impacts. Additionally, the project's build-out under the 

proposed .zoning and General Plan designations would create noise levels within the expected standards for the 

area. 

Typical noises contributed by manufacturing uses include, vehicle traffic and heating and cooling systems. The 

noises generated by these activities are not atypical to, or unusual in commercial/manufacturing zoned properties 

in the project area. In the event noise levels exceed applicable noise standards, the County will review complaints 

in accordance with the recently adopted Amador County Code Chapter 9.44 regarding nuisance noise. At this time, 

there are no impacts. 

B The proposed project may involve temporary sources of ground borne vibration and ground borne noise from the 

operation of heavy equipment during future development and use of the project site. The type of heavy equipment 

typically used during construction would only generate localized ground borne vibration and ground borne noise 

that could be perceptible at residences or other sensitive uses in the immediate vicinity of the construction site. 

However, since the duration of impact would be infrequent and would occur during less sensitive daytime hours 

(i.e., between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.), the impact from construction-related ground borne vibration and ground 

borne noise may have an impact. However, at this time, there are no impacts. 

C The project is located within two miles of the private Eagle's Nest airport. However, at this time, the project is 

regulatory in nature, and no development is proposed. Any future development will be subject to a conditional 

use permit and environmental review at that time will determine necessary mitigation measures. At this time, 

there are no impacts. 

Source: Planning Department. 
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Less Than 

Chapter 14. POPULATION AND HOUSING -
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No Significant Impact with Significant 
Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact 

Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Induce substantial unplanned population 

growth in an area, either directly (for example, 
by proposing new homes and businesses) or □ □ □ ~ 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructurel? 

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people 
or housing, necessitating the construction of □ □ □ ~ 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

Discussion: 

A&B This project would change a portion of the zoning from Single Family Residential and Agricultural to 

Manufacturing with a Special Use combining district. The proposed zone change would not conflict with the ability 

to build a single family-residence and accessory dwelling unit elsewhere. on the property. Since housing is not 

planned nor would population generated by the proposed rezone exceed local and regional growth projections 

described in General Plan 2030, growth generated by the proposed project would not be substantial. The proposed 

project would not result in the loss of existing housing, or cause a significant increase in the local population that 

would displace existing residents, necessitating the construction of additional housing. At this time, there are no 

impacts. 
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Potentially 
Less Than 

Less Than Chapter 15. PUBLIC SERVICES - Would the Significant 
Significant Impact 

Significant 
No 

project: Impact 
with Mitigation 

Impact Impact 
Incorporated 

a) Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the public 
services: 

al Fire protection? □ □ □ ~ 
b) Police protection? □ □ □ ~ 
cl Schools? □ □ □ ~ 
dl Parks? □ □ □ ~ 
e) Other public facilities? □ □ □ ~ 

Discussion: 

A. Fire protection services in Amador County are provided by CalFire/ Amador Fire Protection District. The nearest 

fire station is.the Ione fire station located in the City limits oflone at 22 W. Jackson St. Ione, approximately 5 miles 

east (driving distance} of the project site. The Fire Department, through agreements with the Amador County Fire 

Protection District (AFPD) and other entities, provides automatic and mutual aid response to areas outside of the 

Ione City limits. Additional manufacturing development may incrementally increase the demand for fire 

protection services. Additionally, Amador County Code requires the payment of fire protection impact fees to help 

offset the impacts for the new development has. on the fire protection services. Such fees would be used to fund 

capital costs associated with acquiring land for new fire stations, constructing new fire stations, purchasing fire 

equipment, and providing for additional staff as needed. Fire protection impact fees would be paid at the time of 

building permit issuance. At this time, there are no impacts. 

B. The Amador County Sheriffs Office provides law enforcement service to the site. Implementation of the proposed 

project could increase service calls if additional structures are built. It is anticipated that future project 

implementation would not require any new law enforcement facilities or the alteration of existing facilities to 

maintain acceptable performance objectives. The project's increase in demand for law enforcement services 

would be partially offset through project-related impact fees. At this time, there are no impacts. 

C. The project site is located within the Amador County Unified School District. Commercial development at the site 

would not result in an incremental demand for school facilities in the area. A development impact fee for school 

facilities will be assessed at the time of additional development on the project site. Impact fees would partially 

offset any potential impact to area school facilities. At this time, there are no impacts. 

D-E. The proposed rezone project would not increase the number of residents in the County, as the project does not 

include residential units. Because the demand for schools, parks, and other public facilities is driven by population, 

the proposed project would not increase demand for those services. As such, the proposed project would result in 

no impacts on these public services. 

Source: Amador Fire Protection District Sheriffs Office, Amador County Unified School District Recreation Agency, 

Planning Department 
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Less Than 
Potentially Significant Less Than No Chapter 16. RECREATION -Would the project: Significant Impact with Significant Impact Impact Mitigation Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Would the project increase the use of existing 

neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
□ □ □ ~ facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of 

the facility would occur or be accelerated? 
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 

require the construction or expansion of recreational 
□ □ □ ~ facilities which might have an adverse physical effect 

on the environment? 

Discussion: 

A&B Increase in the demand for recreational facilities is typically associated with substantial increases in population. 

As discussed in Chapter 14 - Population and Housing, the proposed project would not generate growth in the local 

population nor does it require the expansion of existing recreational facilities. Therefore, the project would not 

increase use of existing parks and recreational facilities in the surrounding area and the parks and recreation 

district servicing the area. Therefore, the proposed rezone would have no impact on recreational facilities. 
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Less Than 

Chapter 17. TRANSPORTATION/ TRAFFIC -
Potentially Significant Less Than No Significant Impact with Significant 

Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy 

addressing the circulation system, including transit, □ □ □ ~ 
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § 
□ □ □ ~ 15064.3, subdivision (bl? 

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or □ □ □ ~ 
incompatible uses ( e.g., farm eQuipmentl? 

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? 
□ □ □ ~ 

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation: 

A. The General Plan Mitigation Measure 4.14.1 requires the County to evaluate discretionary development proposals 
for their impact on traffic and transportation infrastructure and provision of alternative transportation, and 
requires applicants/ developments to pay into the traffic mitigation fee program(s) to mitigate impacts to 
roadways. The County . will require . future projects to conduct traffic studies (following Amad.or County 
Transportation Commission guidance}.The purpose of these traffic studie~ will be to identify and mitigate any 
cumulative or project impacts (roadways below the County's standard of Level of Service "C", or LOS C, for rural 
roadways and LOS D for roadways in urban and developing areas) beyond the limits of the mitigation fee 
program(s). Projects will he required to pay a "fair share'' of those improvements that would be required to 
mitigate impacts outside the established mitigation fee program(s). The objective of this program(s) is to 
substantially reduce or avoid traffic impacts, including cumulative impacts, of development which would occur to 
implement tl:ie General Plan. Measurement of Circulation System effectiveness: The effectiveness of the County 
Circulation Element is measured by a project's impact to LOS criteria adopted for roadways within Amador 
County. The. project does not conflict with any plan, ordinance, or policy establishing measure of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system. Level of Service Standards: The LOS Standard criteria as established 
in the. Circulation Element is the established congestion management program in effect for the County. The 
proposed project would not cause a substantial increase in traffic,·reduce the existing level of service, or create 
any additional congestion.at any intersections. As such, level of service standards would not be exceeded and the 
project would not conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system. Atthis time, there are no impacts. 

B. The proposed project would not conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines§ 15064.3, subdivision (b). No 
impact would result. 

C. The proposed project does not include any design features that would create a hazard, such as sharp turns in the 
access road. The proposed project would be consistent with surrounding uses. Therefore, no impact would result. 

D. There is no development proposed at this time. Future development would be reviewed for consistency with 
County's General Plan policies and design guidelines during the planning permit phase. At this time, there are no 
impacts. 
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Less Than Potentially Less Than 
Chapter 18. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES - Significant Significant Impact Significant No Impact 
Would the project: Impact with Mitigation Impact 

a) 
Incorporated 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined 
in Public Resources Code§ 21074 as either a site, 
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically □ □ □ ~ 
defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, 
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and that is: 

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 

□ □ □ ~ register of historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 5020.Hk), or 

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in 
its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resomces Code § 5024.1. In applying the □ □ □ ~ 
criteria set forth in subdivision ( c) of Public 
Resource Code§ 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe. 

.·. 

Discussion: 

Tribal cultural resources'' are defined as (1) Sites, features, places, cul:tiiral landscapes, sacred places, and objects with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe that are either of the following: 

(A) Includedor determined to be eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources. 
(B) Included in a local register of historical resources as defined in subdivision (k) of Section 5020.1. 

These may include non-unique archaeological resources previously subject to limited review under CEQA. Assembly Bill 
52, which became effective in July 2015, requires the lead agency (in this case, Amador County) to begin consultation with 
any California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed 
project prior to the release of a negative declaration, mitigated negative declaration, or environmental impact report if: (1) 
the California Native American tribe requested to the lead agency, in writing, to be informed by the lead agency through 
formal notification of proposed projects in the geographic area that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the tribe, 
and (2) the California Native American tribe responds, in writing, within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification and 
requests the consultation (Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.l[b]). 

A. As defined by Public Resources Code section 21074 (a) there were no tribal cultural resources identified in the 
project area therefore the project would not cause a substantial adverse change in any identified tribal cultural 
resources. Additionally, the Ione Band of Miwok Indians, the Buena Vista Band of Me-Wuk Indians, the Shingle 
Springs Band of Miwuk Indians, and the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California were notified of this project 
proposal and did not submit any materials referencing tribal cultural resources affected by this project 

If during the AB 52 consultation process information is provided that identifies tribal cultural resources, an 
additional Cultural Resources Study or EIR may be required. At this time, there are no impacts. 

Sources: Amador County Planning Department, California Public Resources Code; National Park Service National Register 
of Historic Places. 
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Less Than 

Chapter 19. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - Potentially Significant Less Than No 
Significant Impact with Significant 

Would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 

expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications □ □ □ ~ 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future development during □ □ □ ~ 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

c) Result in a determination by the waste water treatment 
provider, which serves or may serve the project that it has 

□ □ □ ~ adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand 
in addition to the provider's existing commitments? 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise □ □ □ ~ 
impair the attainment of solid waste reduction eoals? 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and 
□ □ □ ~ reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

Discussion: 

A If increased water or wastewater capacity is required, applicants must pay their fair share of the necessary 

improvements. Where septic or connection to an existing wastewater system is not feasible, the County will 

require new development to demonstrate a means of wastewater collection, treatment, and reuse or disposal will 

be created that would he operated.by an approved entity with adequate·technical, financial, and managerial 

resources to a.ssure safe and effective operation. · Any such proposed method shall be consistent with goals and 

objectives of the General Plan as well as any planning goals of the operating entity. 

This project may result in the construction of individual water supply wells and onsite wastewater treatment 

systems. Such construction is relatively limited in scope. At this time, there are no impacts. 

B The project is not located in an area of the County recognized as challenging in terms of groundwater yield. The 

project is unlikely to demand unusually high amounts of water. At this time, there are no impacts. 

C The project will not be served by a wastewater treatment provider. There is no impact. 

D Amador County meets its mandated capacity requirements through waste hauler contracts. Provided the project 

utilizes the Amador County franchise waste hauler, permitted waste disposal capacity is achieved. Kiefer landfill 

is expected to approach capacity between the years 2035 - 2060. The franchise hauler also contracts with 

Lockwood Landfill in Nevada to provide backup capacity. At this time, there are no impacts. 

E Future potential construction will be required to comply with California Building Codes (Cal Green) that mandate 

construction and demolition recycling requirements and Chapter 7.27 of the Amador County Municipal Code 

which mandates recycling and diversion of construction and demolition debris. Compliance with these regulations 

may bring impacts to less than significant levels. However, a more detailed analysis is premature at this time 

because there is no specific development proposed. [Friends of the Sierra Railroad (2007) 147 Cal.App.4th 643.) 

All future development will require a discretionary use permit. The County will be able to perform a more detailed 

environmental analysis when a development application is submitted, which will then allow for the analysis of 

reasonably foreseeable environmental impacts. (Id.). At this time, there are no impacts. 

Source: Amador County General Plan and General Plan EIR; Environmental Health Department; Planning Department 
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Less Than 
Chapter 20. WILDFIRE - Iflocated in or near state Potentially Significant Less Than No 
responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire Significant Impact with Significant Impact 
hazard severity zones, would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact 

Incorporated 
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response 

□ □ □ ~ plan or emergency evacuation plan? 
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 

exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project 
□ □ □ ~ occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire 

or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 
c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated 

infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency 
water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may □ □ □ ~ 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or 
ongoing impacts to the environment? 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 

□ □ □ ~ landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

Discussion: 

A There would be no lane closures involved in the proposed project that would constrict emergency access or 

interfere with an emergency evacuation plan. Additionally, the project site is not located near a state 

responsibility area, nor isit located in or near a very high fire hazard severity zone. There is no impact. 

B The project does not exacerbate wildfire risks through change in slope, prevailing winds, or other factors. In 2017, 

the state of California adopted an Emergency Plan, which outlines how the state would respond in an event of 

natural or man-made disaster. The project would not interfere With this plan. All new development under the plan 

would be required to comply with County standards for the provision and maintenance of emergency access. 

Additionally, all proposed development would require a discretionary use permit. At this time, there are no 

impacts. 

C The project site is located between the County of Sacramento and the City of Ione. No associated infrastructure 

that may exacerbate wildfire risk is proposed. The project is regulatory in nature, and no development is 

proposed. Any future development will be subject to a conditional use permit and environmental review at that 

time will determine necessary mitigation measures. At this time, there are no impacts. 

D The project will not expose people or structures to any new significant risks regarding flooding, landslides, or 

wildland fire risk. The project site is not located near a state responsibility area, nor is it located in or near a 

very high fire hazard severity zone and shall conform to all standard Fire Safety Regulations as determined by 

Amador County Fire Department and California Building Codes. At this time, there are no impacts. 

Source: Amador County Planning, Amador County Office of Emergency Services. 
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Less Than 
Potentially Significant Less Than 

No 
Chapter 21. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE Significant Impact with Significant 

Impact 
Impact Mitigation Impact 

Incoruorated 
a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade 

the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to 

□ □ □ ~ eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce 
the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the 
major periods of California historv or prehistorv 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 

□ □ □ ~ project are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future projects.l 

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will 
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either □ □ □ ~ 
directly or indirectly? 

Discussion: 

A As discussed in the individual sections, there is no development proposed with the proposed rezone; therefore, 

the project would not degrade the quality of the envfronmentwith the implementation of measures in accordance 

with the County's General Plan and Municipal Code and other applicable plans, policies, regulations, and 

ordinances. Subsequent project specific environmental review will be required for future discretionary 

development.. The County performed a general analysis of the environmental impacts in the Environmental 

Impact Report for the General Plan. Amore detailed analysis is premature at this time because there is no specific 

development proposed. {Friends of the Sierra Railroad (2007) 147 Cal.App.4th 643.) Any and all future 

development will require a discretionary use permit. The County will be able to perform a more detailed 

environmental analysis when a development application is submitted, which will then allow for the analysis of 

reasonably foreseeable environmental impacts. (/d.). Until then, there are no identified impacts from this rezone 

project. 

B Pursuant to Section 1506S(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency shall find that a project may have a 

significant impact on the environment where there is substantial evidence that the project has potential 

environmental effects "that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable." As defined in Section 

15065(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, cumulatively considerable means "that the incremental effects of an 

individual project are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 

current projects, and the effects of probable future projects." 

As discussed in the individual sections, no development is proposed with the rezone; therefore, the project would 

not generate significant dust and other particulate matter emissions with the implementation of Amador Air 

District standard measures. Future development, i.e. commercial construction, would be required to identify and 

mitigate any air quality impacts from Toxic Air Contaminants (TAC) emitted during construction. Implementation 

of standard measures in accordance with the County's General Plan and Municipal Code, and other applicable 

plans, policies, regulation, and ordinances, for future development allowed by the rezone would not result in 

significant air quality, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and 

hazardous materials, land use, noise, population & housing, public services impacts, transportation/traffic, tribal 

cultural resources, or wildfire impacts, and would not contribute to cumulative impacts to these resources. Based 
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on the analysis in this Initial Study Checklist, the project is consistent with the County's General Plan land use 

projections. The land use and density has been considered in the overall County growth. The analysis 

demonstrated that the project is in compliance with all applicable state and local regulations. In addition, the 

project would not produce impacts that considered with the effects of other past, present, and probable future 

projects, would be cumulatively considerable because potential adverse environmental impacts were determined 

to have no impact. The project would not impact aesthetics, agricultural and forestry resources or biological 

resources, hydrology and water quality, mineral resources, or recreation and therefore, it would not contribute to 

a significant cumulative impact on these resources resulting in no impact. 

C Consistent with Section 15065(a)( 4) of the CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency shall find that a project may have a 

significant effect on the environment where there is substantial evidence that the project has the potential to cause 

substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. Pursuant to this standard, a change to 

the physical environment that might otherwise be minor must be treated as significant if people would be 

significantly affected. This factor relates to adverse changes to the environment of human beings generally, and 

not to effect particular individuals. While changes to the environment that could indirectly affect human beings 

would be represented by all of the designated CEQA issue areas, those that could directly affect human beings 

include air quality, hazardous materials, and noise. Implementation of the standard permit conditions and 

adherence to the Amador County General Plan, Municipal Code, and state and federal regulations described in 

these sections of the report, would avoid significant impacts. As discussedin Chapters 1 through 20 of this Initial 

Study, the project would not expose persons to substantial adverse impacts related to Aesthetics, Agricultural and 

Forest Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions, Hazards or Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral 

Resources, Noise, Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation and Traffic, or Utilities and 

Service Systems. The effects to these environmentalissues were identified fa.have no impact. No other direct or 

indirect adverse effects on human beings have been identified resulting in 110 impact. 

SOURCE: Chapters 1 through20 of this Initial Study. 

REFERENCES Amador County General Plan; Amador County General Plan EIR; Amador Air District; Amador County 

Municipal Codes; Fish & Wildlife's IPAC and BIOS databases; Migratory Bird Treaty Act; California Air Resources 

Board; California Department of Conservation; California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; California 

Geologic Survey: Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones; State Department of Mines & Geology; Amador County GIS; 

Amador County Zoning Map; Amador County Municipal Codes; Amador County Soil Survey; Amador Fire Protection 

District; Caltrans District 10 Office of Rural Planning; Commenting Department and Agencies. All sources cited herein 

are available in the public domain, and are hereby incorporated by reference. 




